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As I write this, it’s hard to believe that we are moving into 
year three of the Covid-19 pandemic. It’s been a difficult 
time for all of us, but I’m confident that we are all finding 
new ways to move forward and get back to the things that 
mean a great deal to us.

At the Historical Museum, we are doing much the same. 
While not all of our events returned in 2021 and 2022, we 
did have some wonderful accomplishments and were able 
to get back to some of the activities that our community 
looks forward to. Whether it was the preservation and 
construction projects that we accomplished or the return 
of popular events like Forestry Day and the 4th at the Fort, 
we continue to work to better serve our community and 
look forward to a time soon when we will be able to deliver 
a full slate of events and programs to the public.

DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

M A T T  L A U T Z E N H E I S E R
Executive Director

UNION STATUS OFFICIAL

It was a very exciting year for the staff as we diligently 
pursued and finally achieved union shop status. In the spring 
of 2022, after many months of meetings and negotiations 
between staff, union representative Jeff Howe, and 
Missoula County leadership, a contract was signed. Our 
shop is now affiliated with the Montana Federation of 
Public Employees. It was a unanimous decision by staff to 
join. Becoming a bargaining unit of MFPE allows the 
museum staff to work directly with Missoula County. After 
many years of stagnant wages; we have now gained the 
right to negotiate for better working conditions, fairer 
salaries, and more equitable benefits.

C A R O L Y N  T H O M P S O N
Assistant Director and Union President



44,086 Visitors served
3,022 Children participating in a program
132 Programs and events offered
3,526 Volunteer Hours donated to the museum
627 New items added to our permanent 
collection

Partnering on the exhibit Resilience through 
Representation which represented young 
people's response to COVID-19.
Replacing the roof on the NCO Quarters
Completing the ADA-accessible ramp on the 
Library Car
Establishing a partnership with the Missoula 
Symphony Orchestra and Chorale
Providing seven local organizations with free 
use of our site

On September 8th, Education Director, 
Kristjana Eyjólfsson and her husband, Trevor, 
welcomed a beautiful daughter, Gwendolyn,  
to the world and the museum family.
In January, Ryan Delany joined the Board of 
Trustees for the Historical Museum
On February 1st, Stacy Carr-Poole joined the 
museum staff as the Development and 
Communication Director
In April, four new members joined the Friends 
Board, Tito Flores, Alan Johnson, Thula Weisel, 
and Kalina Wickham

Year by the Numbers:

You Helped us Accomplish:

Special Welcomes:

YEAR IN REVIEW 
JULY 1, 2021-JUNE 30, 2022



This year has brought exciting progress with 
our Barrack Restoration and Reconstruction 
Project. Thanks to the support of our valued 
donors and three grants, the construction 
phase of this project is now fully funded.

Work on this project began with a request for proposals for 
the architectural design in the fall of 2021. Through that 
process, the museum chose A&E Design. Beginning with 
the first meeting in early spring, it was apparent that A&E 
is the perfect firm for our needs.

Throughout spring and into summer, we’ve continued to 
work with A&E to complete the final design and drawings. 
We anticipate the design phase to be completed in the fall 
of 2022, with construction work scheduled to begin in the 
spring of 2023. The project should be completed in 
the fall of 2023, with a dedication to take place in the 
spring of 2024. This project is one of the largest and most 
important in the Museum’s history. Our staff has been 
overwhelmed with the public support we’ve received and 
we can’t wait to share the final product with our 
community.

WWII ALIEN DETENTION 
CENTER BARRACKS PROJECT 
UPDATE

National Park Service Japanese American 
Confinement Sites Grant ($533,000)
Helga Hosford Bequest ($130,000)
Treacy Foundation Grant ($67,000)
Louis L. Borick Foundation Grant ($25,000)

Special Thanks to the Following Funders:



Updated Collections Management Policy and 
developed a departmental procedural manual 
Completed an in-person site visit through the 
Museum Assessment Program
Addressed issues with the collections management 
database, improving the records for over 15,000 
artifacts
Significantly reorganized storage in 3 buildings 
across the campus to improve housing conditions
Provided 6 paid internships for aspiring museum
professionals. Of those, 2 have already gone on to 
get paying jobs in the field.
Over the course of 556 hours, volunteers and staff 
worked on 11 different inventory projects, 
inventorying and rehousing over 7,000 items.

You Helped the Collections Department have a great 
year:

COLLECTIONS UPDATE 

An original builder’s plate from the Willamette #7, 
which would have been on the Smoke Box just 
under the Stack. 
A polished and painted rock that was made by an 
Italian internee and given to Charles Graham, a 
guard at the fort.
An amazing collection of calling cards dating from 
1890-1920 with names and information of many of 
Missoula’s prominent early families.

Thanks to 37 amazing donors, some fabulous things 
were added to the permanent collection, including:



A great deal of progress was made during
the past year by museum volunteers 
towards the restoration of our Locomotive.
One crucial and exciting moment was the 
removal and assessment of the original stack. 
The stack was removed and some of our concerns about its 
overall deterioration were dispelled. While there was rust on the 
exterior of the stack, the interior was found to be largely intact 
and for the most part in serviceable condition.

All of the windows and doors of the locomotive were removed 
so that they can be rebuilt. The originals were sent to a 
woodworker for use as templates and new wood was cut on 
the museum's original steam-powered sawmill as part of a 
public demonstration on Forestry Day.

MT Dept. of Commerce Cultural and Aesthetics Grant, 
created through coal severance taxes
Anonymous
Vicki Fleischer
Robert Dundas
Michael Duffield
Contributions to the Annual Fund 2019 and 
Missoula Gives Campaign 2021

Special Thanks to the Following Funders:

RESTORATION OF THE 
WILLAMETTE ENGINE #7 
UPDATE

Work also began on the brake system. The brake 
pistons were removed. They were both in good 
condition after a thorough cleaning. They will 
need replacement of the original packing cups.

Finally, work began on the Boiler. The first step is an 
ultrasound inspection by a certified inspector. Work 
began to prepare the boiler for inspection.



Through field trips and tours, we served 3,022 
children and 1,235 adults
Volunteer Docents contributed 1,024 hours to 
leading tours and lessons
Education Department hosted seven interns
Shared the Alien Detention Center story:

Memories of Imprisonment: Lecture by 
Former WWII Internee Sam Mihara 
4 History Buffs presentation at the 
Missoula Public Library: Looking Like the 
Enemy: The ADC Era at Fort Missoula
ADC Tours during Missoula Gives

Worked with partners to host Buffalo Soldier 
enthusiasts for a week-long  Buffalo Solider 
Gathering

Fiscal Year 2022 saw the transition from all 
virtual programs to a return to in-person programs 
and events. While the fall brought some groups 
out for field trips and tours, the spring exploded 
with groups visiting the museum.  In all, we hosted 
132 programs, including on-site field trips and 
tours, virtual programs, and programs throughout 
the community.

Some program highlights:

EDUCATION UPDATE 

MISSION AND VISION

The Historical Museum at Fort Missoula seeks to keep Missoula County’s 
history alive for the education and enjoyment of the public.

 

The Historical Museum at Fort Missoula seeks to inspire a sense of place and 
history for Missoula County by collecting, studying, interpreting, and 

preserving the region’s cultural and natural heritage.



History through an Artist's Eye
Seasons Greetings (Virtual)
25th Infantry Buffalo Soldiers 
(Missoula Public Library)
First Movement: History of the Missoula 
Symphony Orchestra and Chorale
Kids as Curators: Missoula Music 
History
Iron Riders (NCO Quarters for 125th 
Anniversary of the Iron Ride)

Return of History Camp
Return of 4th at the Fort
Return of Forestry Day
125th Anniversary of the Iron 
Riders/Buffalo Soldier Gathering
Juneteenth Celebration

Exhibits in our galleries, around town, and 
virtual:

Special Events, returning and new:

Farmers State Bank
A&E Design
Park Side Credit Union
JT Zinn Insurance
Pepsi
Good Food Store
Murdoch's
Draught Works

Special Thanks to Event Sponsors:

EXHIBITS AND SPECIAL 
EVENTS 



Fall Harvest Festival
Used Book Sale
Holiday Open House
Holiday Lantern Tours

A Symphony Holiday Tradition:  Exploring 
Holiday Pops! (September)
Undressing History:  The Stories Your Clothes 
Tell (October)
The Civilian Conservation Corps at Fort 
Missoula (March)

Complete design and permitting on the 
Barracks project and the start of construction 
Designing the new barracks exhibit and 
collections storage space
Celebration of the 100th Birthday of the 
Willamette #7

Preservation and Collections
Education and Visitor Experience
Marketing, Branding, and Identity
Financial Health 
Organizational Infrastructure
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility
Museum Reaccreditation

Returning Programs and Events:

New Exhibits:

Special Projects:

Updated Strategic Plan Priorities (2023-2025):

WHAT'S COMING 
UP THIS YEAR? 



THANK YOU 
TO OUR DONORS
List in Alphabetical Order:
A & E Design
Carla Abrams
Gianfranco Accattino
Richard Allegra
Tom & Kathy Anderson
Megan Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Virginia Arensberg & 
Bruce Haroldson
Sydney Bacon
Chris Badgley
Dorleen Bakke
Connie Bauman
Greg & Doreen Beach
Nonda Beardsley
Bob Beckley
Barbara Bekken
Jean Belangie-Nye
Evelyn Bergstrom
Barbara & Paul Billings-Biebel
Jan Bixby
Steve & Hazel Bixby
Jocquese Blackwell
Melissa Blunt & Chuck Leonard
Tammy Bodlovic
Kayje Booker
Charlene Bowden
Jeanne M. Brabeck
Mary Brannin
Zebulun Brewer
Walter Briggs
Rod & Mary Brod
Michael & Sarah Brown
Dr. Robert & Claudia Brown
Mark & Janice Buck
Megan Bulger
David Bulger
LouAnna Butler
Lila Byock
Ethel Byrnes
Debra Caffrey
Diane Carr
Denis Cipolato
Milton & Rosalyn Clark
Anna Marie Clouse

FIGURE 1.

According to Wikipedia, an

annual report is a

comprehensive report on a

company's activities

throughout the preceding

year.

Stan Cohen
Vicki Correia
Carla Courtney
John Csoka
Brad & Jean Curtiss
Margaret Davis & Bruce Ennis
Ms. Janis Davis
Nancy & Bill DeCou
Marguerite Deschamps-Ward
Kathryn Destafney
Briar & Heidi Diggs
Mrs. Susan Doores
Karen C. Driessen
Michael Duffield
K. Jane Duncan
Robert Dunlop
Elizabeth Dye
Diane E Rapp
Lee Eakins
Ken & Terry Egan
Larry Eichhorn
Ray Ekness
Michael & Judith Ellis
Leif Bart & Carole I. Erickson
Ron & Clara Erickson
Anthony Fahmy & Julie Tome
Louise Fenner
Mr. Paul Filicetti
Michael & Louise Flanagan
Vicki Fleischer
George & Martha Fleming
Kirk & Kathy Flynn
Jeanne & David Franz
Dayl Fredrickson
Erika Fredrickson
Leif Fredrickson & Katy Meinbresse
Mr. Harry Fritz
Ron Fujie
Kathleen Gadbow
Daniel Gardiner
Diana Garrett
Scott & Leslie E Garritson
Barbara J Gauch
Good Food Store
Caitlin Gill
Steven Gingras
John Green
Kathryn Griffing
Beverly Guido-Deutsch

Swede & Betty Gustafson
James & Patricia Habeck
Kasey Harbine
Jim Harkins
Roy Hartse
Laura Haythornthwaite
Laura Henning
Robyn Heyer
Mark Himmelreich
Katrina Himmelreich
John Hnat
Chris & Nora Hohenlohe
Marcia Holland
Holt Heritage Museum
Skip & Elizabeth Horner
Ted & Anne Hughes
Gary Y. Imanishi
IMEG
John Ishimaru
Anya Jabour
Jeff Jackson
Marjorie Jacobs
Alan Johnson & Carol Gordon
Gary & Judy Johnson
Dale & Coby Johnson
Elizabeth Jones
Jim & Barbara Jourdonnais
Carol Junkert
Jeanne Katayama
Erin Kautz
Mary Kelly
William Kimura
Katelyn & Kevin Klapper
Jill Klein
Bob & Ellen Knight
Ward & Linda Koyama
Glenn & Noreen Kozeluh
Joan & Craig Kuchel
Anita Kurtz-Magee
Gloria & John Langstaff
Sandra Lannon
Diane Larson
Luke & Evelyn Larson
Akiko Laurendeau
Matt Lautzenheiser
Larry & Cae Lautzenheiser
Timothy Lindeborg
Deborah Liptzin
Mel & Kathy Lockridge



Nick Lockridge
Jerry Long
Mr. James Lopach
Jean Luckowski
Victor Machart
Greg Martin
Gary & Judy Matson
Tom & Chris McCall
Donald McCammon
Hank McClain
Frances F. McDermott
Jim & Liz McDonald
Robert McMath
Laura Millin & Craig Menteer
Mary Milodragovich & Eric Hoberg
Vickie Mikelsons
Missoula Bone and Joint
Missoula Community Foundation
Missoula Iris Society
Missoula Office City
Carole & Steve Monlux
Montana Shares
Devvi Morgan
G Allan Mozingo
Virginia Murphy
Gregory & Therese Nesmith
Walt & Becky Nolte
Northern Pacific Railway Historical 
Association
Kay Norum
Maureen O'Malley
Hayes and Lia Otoupalik
Karen Palacio
Angie Palin
Kimberly Pearlman
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co.
Stacy and Jason Poole
Jeri Price
Dovid & Meredith Printz
Charlie Pritchard
John & Lois Puckett
Henry Rankin
Tom & Jody Ratchford
John Ravesloot
John & Karen Rimel
Whitney Rimel
Ray & Susie Risho
Nancy Rittel
Michael Rivey
John & Marjorie Robinson
Kathy & Steve Roebke
John & Alice Roemer
Sally Rosenkranz
Mrs. Barbara Rudio
Scott Rufolo
Anne Rupkalvis
Marilyn Ryan
James Sadler

Susan Sakaye
Nikki Sandifer
Diane Sands & Ann Mary Dussault
Anna & Jack Satake
Amber Schat
David & Terrill Schaub
Nancy Schmitz
Gordon & Diane Schofield
Steve Schombel
Harry J. Schweigert
John Shaffner & Joe Stewart
Annette Sontag & Scot Anderson
Tom & Barbara Seekins
Alan C. Shelton
Shimoda Group
Brad Shirakawa
Nancy Shrader
Diane & Dave Sieh
Lee & Nancy Silliman
Michael Silverglat
Natalie Simmons
Sue Sine
Marie Siroky
Sarah Sleight
Ian Smith
James Smith
Minie Smith
William H. Snow
Lou & Kristene Sommerville
Gary & Hazel Sorensen
Jim & Rebecca Sparks
Don & Kathy Spritzer
Scott & Janet Sproull
Bonnie & Darrell Stanley
Vaun Stevens
Mary Stockdale
Molly Stockdale
Heather Stockton
Carolyn Taber
Blanche Tate
Lisa Tate
Joseph Thiebes
Linda Thomas
Cheryl Thompson
Diana Thormoto
Debbie Tomell
Paul & Mabel Tomita
Kathy Tonnessen
Bill & Sarah Towle
Lauren Turek
Patricia Turnage
Marta & Wayne Ullman
Maria Tavy Umhey
Carol Van Valkenburg
Wayne & Eletra Vandeberg
Karen Vannatta
Anna Vickers
Rachel Vielleux

Andrew & Jaime Wagner
Nelson Wakimoto
Ron Wakimoto
John Waldmann-Bohn
David & Susie Wall
Bill & Roxane Weikel
Thula Weisel
Carrie Welch
Lillian Wenger
Tara Westlie
Janet Wheeler
Mary Wheelock
Katy White
Kalina Wickham
Donald & Linda Witters
Jim & Mary Alice Wontor
Joyce Woods
Jeanne L. Worthy
Micki Yasuda
Rex & Ann Young
Nancy Zadra
Hans & Barb Zuuring



STAFF AND BOARDS

STAFF:
Matt Lautzenheiser - Executive Director
Carolyn Thompson - Assistant Director
Kristjana Eyjólfsson - Education Director
Stacy Carr-Poole - Development & Communications Director
Emma Selfors - Curator
Anne Smyrl - Collections Assistant
Eric Ives - Property Manager

FRIENDS BOARD MEMBERS:
Steve Bixby - President
Kirk Flynn - Vice-President
Meredith Printz - Secretary
Leif Fredrickson - Treasurer
Tito Flores
Katrina Himmelreich
Alan Johnson
Victor Machart
Ron Wakimoto
Thula Weisel
Kalina Wickham

CONTACT INFORMATION:
HISTORICAL MUSEUM AT FORT MISSOULA

3400 CAPTAIN RAWN WAY
MISSOULA, MT 59804

 
406-728-3476

www.FortMissoulaMuseum.org

T R U S T E E S :
John Rimel - Chairperson
James Sadler - Vice-Chair
Steven Adler
Jean Belangie-Nye
Ryan Delany
James McDonald


